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TWENTY MINUTES INTO THE FUTURE
Edison Carter may ask you to ...

•• Describe the media’s role in the shifting perceptions of reality.

•• Distinguish between experiential and agreement reality.

•• Understand how cognitive frameworks filter information.

•• Explain the relationship between the news media and politics.

•• Identify what motivates media coverage of people and events.

•• Understand how distortions in the media occur.
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travel trailer.* Still, even if you consider the fact that Jeremy pretty much always cheats, or 
that they once accidentally set fire to an automated carwash, nothing they do seems all 
that apocalyptic. That’s because what they do isn’t the problem. The problem is that they 
do what they do on television.

It’s not the CO2 emissions The Stig generates by racing around in cars that get four 
miles to the gallon, or the environmental impact of destroying a Chevy Corvette with a 
helicopter-mounted Gatling gun. What worries environmentalists is the fact that Top Gear 
is one of the most popular shows on the BBC. Greenies worry themselves sick over the 
way that Top Gear’s millions of viewers in hundreds of countries might imitate or react to 
the amusingly stupid and crass things that Jeremy, James, Richard, and The Stig do. Offi-
cials of all types worry that people will hurt themselves or others trying to imitate the fool-
ishness they see on the show. Petrol† station attendants worry that fans of the show will try 
to turn their minivans into homemade convertibles and end up destroying automatic car-
washes everywhere.

Actually, to be fair, environmentalists do have reason to worry. Even if only a very small 
percentage of Top Gear viewers are convinced to spend that little extra for the higher-
performance model next time they buy a car, that would mean tens of thousands of people 
could be purchasing cars with the bigger, hungrier engines that the show features, and the 
cumulative effect would be tremendous. Perhaps even more worrying for environmentally 
concerned elites and organizations is the way that the show frequently undermines the 
seriousness of the green message. When Top Gear does give in to the political pressure to 
highlight environmental issues and concerns, the boys inevitably twist it around into a joke. 
A segment on the future of mass transit consisted of testing the qualities of different kinds 
of buses by racing them on a rally-cross course. For entertainment value, there is nothing 

* Pronounced “caravan” in British.

† Pronounced “gas” in American.




